
OCDEL Transition Tool Kit 

Suggestions to Support Family to School Transition 
 

Just as it is important to support a child’s transition to school, we must consider 
how to effectively support the family during this time.  Providing information and 
materials can give families a sense of relief and comfort.  Again, all the 
stakeholders can take part in this process.  Strong partnerships among families, 
sending programs, receiving programs and community organizations can ensure 
that all children can learn and succeed in school. 

 
Families can: 
 
 Communicate regularly with the school and teacher 
 Call to schedule a visit and tour of the school 
 Attend registration, orientation and informational meetings – prepare questions 

ahead of meetings such as: “What will my child be doing in Kindergarten? What 
are the academic and social goals for Kindergarten? How can I prepare my child 
for Kindergarten?” 

 Review the school website 
 Get involved through volunteering 

 
Sending programs can: 
 
 Send tips to parents to help them deal with the transition 
 Match parents with a buddy to attend school programs or conferences 
 Provide a buddy list of children who will attend the same school 
 Give as much information and support to parents as possible  
 Provide information in multiple formats 
 Provide information in languages specific to your community 

 
Receiving programs can:  
 
 Prepare and present information (DVD, Webcast or Slide Show) about the school 

program including curriculum, attendance, health, transportation and more.  
Share this information with parents who are unable to attend Open House or 
Orientation 

 Create a flyer about Kindergarten 
 Create a photo album of activities during the year 
 Offer parent training and education nights 
 Send a welcome letter to the whole family 
 Organize Family Literacy Nights 
 Make home visits 
 Assist in coordinating meetings involving multiple agencies 
 Invite agencies to attend school events and provide materials 
 Design a Parents Go To School Night – a light supper is provided along with 

information about how to work with children at home 
 Provide information in multiple formats 
 Provide information in languages specific to your community 
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Communities can:  
 
 Include families in Community Engagement groups 
 Provide resources and connections at schools for parents to access 
 Attend meetings at the school 
 Present information at school events 
 Develop family activities for the community 

 
 


